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Israel’s settlement policies and their role in the Judaizing of the lands
of Hebron Governorate — Khilet Taha as a case study

Abstract

The study aimed to identify Israel’s settlement policies and their role in the Judaizing of
the lands of Hebron Governorate — Khilet Taha as a case study. The research employed
the case study approach and relied on interviews as the primary data collection tool. The
study population consisted of several categories and levels, including institutions
specialized in settlement affairs, settlement experts, affected citizens, legal professionals,
and media representatives, with a total sample of (26) participants.

The study concluded several key findings, most notably that Israel’s settlement
policies in Khilet Taha are systematic and strategically long-term, supported by the Israeli
government. These policies are implemented through pastoral settlement, settler violence,
and the establishment of outposts to seize Palestinian land under false legal pretexts.
Additional methods include economic strangulation, fragmentation of the social fabric,
erasure of Palestinian identity and material-agricultural heritage, movement restrictions,
and imposing isolation on residents, along with the application of double standards—all
with the goal of displacing the Palestinian population and altering the demographic
balance in favor of settlers. Mechanisms of resistance to settlement policies include
Palestinian steadfastness on the land, legal action, political and diplomatic pressure,
documentation of violations, and learning from previous experiences.

The study also concluded several recommendations, the most important of which
are: the formation of a legal body to combat settlement policies, the establishment of legal
advocacy teams to prove Palestinian land ownership, and political and diplomatic
mobilization to expose Israel’s violations of international law. Furthermore, it
recommends transforming reports and documentation of settlement violations into
humanitarian films that depict the daily suffering of Palestinians and criminalize the
occupation, as well as providing material and moral compensation to affected farmers.
The study also calls for raising awareness among local residents about Israeli policies and
their rights, encouraging social institutions (women’s, humanitarian, human rights,
psychological, and child-focused organizations) to support the area with awareness and
educational programs using modern technologies. Finally, it urges the Palestinian
government to pay greater attention to such issues, as they threaten the social cohesion of
Khilet Taha’s residents.

Keywords: Settlement, Israeli settlement policies, Judaization
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